








Can you give three keywords for handling a dog?
A handler must always get in the ring trying to win and this requires some 
special characteristics which can result on a summary description of  the 
HANDLER STANDARD.
A handler must be STRONG IN MIND. Ready to face any situation in the ring.
A handler must be always in CONTROL. Represents the capacity to deal with 
the pressure of  being in the ring.
A handler must have OPEN MIND. Always ready to learn and accept advice.
On my opinion these three are the most important characteristics that a 
handler must have. We deal with dogs and people and we get in the ring 
because out job is MAKE WINNERS. 
Showing dogs is also about passion, feelings and temperament. Passion is 
what moves us to do it, intense work requires strong feelings behind and the 
temperament keeps these things together.
Do different countries have different cultures for how to handle on a dog 
show?
I think that handling a dog is just a matter to try to get the best out of  the dog. 
But I can be agree about the fact that different cultures makes some diffe-
rence about showing dogs. For example, showing dogs I USA is much more 
different than showing dogs in Europe. Not better not worst… just different 
and we can always learn from each other.

What makes a show dog great?
ATTITUDE…. That is the magic word that represents the whole show dog…. 
A dog show is a competition and a dog with attitude will give always a good 
performance in the ring. Playful dogs are the best dogs to show.
I can say that there are only two kinds of  dogs, the good ones and the others. 
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My job as handler is making the good ones look as great ones and also the 
others. What I’m trying to express is that the challenge is always there wai-
ting for us. We just have to take it and push ourselves to the limit trying to 
succeed.

The last questions, do you have any good advice for all our members 
who want to start handling their Portuguese water dog?
The most important thing we have to consider all the time is to believe on 
what we are doing, on our work and trust our dog. We must love and enjoy 
what we do in the ring. 
We also have to remember that the result depends on the judge and we have 
to give our best. 
Showing dogs is like buying and selling, the judge is there trying to buy a 
dog and we have to sell ours... if  he/she buys our dog means that day we are 
the winners. 
Every show is a different story, every time in the ring is a challenge and each 
one of  us set its own standard. We control our time and decide our future in 
the ring. 
We have to be able to perform; we need to show attitude and self  confidence. 
Always remember WE ARE NEVER THE WINNER NOR THE LOOSER UNTIL 
THE JUDGE POINT US OR NOT … never give up, fight for the winning…. Act 
always with respect and don’t ever forget…..this must be fun for the dog and 
of  course for you too.

… Thanks and see you in the ring.
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